Stephanie Slobotkin Leen was born and raised in New York City and Long Island, and now lives in Denver, Colorado with her husband and children.  She received her BA in English and Japanese from Union College in upstate New York and a master’s degree in human development and education from the University of Colorado, Denver.  She has been working at a JCC for over 18 years, spending 9 years at the Shalom Austin Dell Jewish Community Center as an educator and has been the Judaic Specialist at the Staenberg-Loup Jewish Community Center in Denver for the past 9 years.   
At the JCC’s Early Learning School Stephanie focuses on a collective mission is to create Jewish, value-based learning environments that honor children, families and the community.   She is passionate about reflective teaching practices that are part of the JCCA's of North America Sheva framework.  This includes building relationships around seven Jewish lenses and framing research to foster long term investigations.  The Sheva framework also guides her practice in bringing Israel into the dialogue.  Personally, and professionally, she values Israel as a source, a resource and highlights it as the story of the Jewish people.  
Stephanie is devoted to bringing a love and understanding of Israel to the school through music, dance, literacy and most importantly through real-life experiences with their school's partnership program in Ramat HaNegev.  She also helps facilitate their shinshinim program to offer children, families and the community a way to build meaningful connections to the culture and the people of Israel with an Israeli teenager for the duration of the school year.  By valuing families as engaged partners in sharing their own stories and photographs of connections to Israel, in conjunction with their Israeli shishin, Stephanie helps navigate the Jewish homeland from the inside, out.  She strongly believes their relationship with Israel begins from within the walls of their school and the greater JCC, and from there, they navigate that relationship with understanding, empathy and hope

